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Fun Fact Quote 

“The love of libraries, like most loves, must be learned.” ~ Alberto Manguel, essayist, novelist, 

and editor 

 

Library Core Staff 

Even though the library is temporarily closed, the core staff has been “holding down the fort,” 

performing vital behind-the-scenes operations. They have been busy answering the phones, and 

maintaining communication with City and County officials and departments, the A/C and mold 

remediation technicians, book vendors, local organizations, government entities, reassigned staff 

members, and the general public.  The team has been available to answer patrons’ questions, and 

provide needed IRS tax forms.  The I.T. Department has also been busy maintaining the internal 

computer network, server, online electronic services, patron online accounts, and Facebook and 

Twitter accounts.  The Acquisitions Department continues to prepare 

purchase orders, reconcile invoices, and manage essential library 

purchases.  The staff is also receiving and processing standing and new 

book orders, incoming mail, magazines, and newspapers.  The Technical 

Services Department has been processing books that patrons leave in the 

book drops, and maintaining the patrons’ accounts to keep them up-to-

date.  To promote the library’s online services, members of the staff have 

participated in various academic and community outreach events.  The 

team continues to perform not only custodial services but also minor grounds services as well. A 

special “thank-you” from the Library Board and Library Director Robert Rodriguez goes to 

Ruthie Valdez, Hector Vela, Joey Garcia, and Michelle Smith, for all their hard work in 

maintaining, cleaning, and organizing the library and its premise.  Without this group, it would 

have been more difficult to accomplish many of these vital functions.  A special thanks also goes 

out to the library staff members that were reassigned.  Even though it has been a sacrifice for 

them, they have been patient and have represented the library well. It has been a tremendous 

journey, but all worthwhile because the library will be able to better serve its patrons. 

 

New Carpet Coming 

County Commissioners selected Sherwin Williams to purchase and install the new carpet.  To 

prepare the library for the installation, Mrs. Veronica Hare, Kleberg County Insurance Adjuster, 

coordinated with City and County officials, so they could lend employees to move the 

freestanding bookshelves.  On Wednesday, April 29, 2015, these employees moved the 

bookshelves, with the library staff assisting in the process.  The Library Board and the Library 

Director appreciate the assistance of the City and County employees.  Also on April 9, Mr. Rudy 

Madrid, Kleberg County Judge, and Mrs. Hare met with Mr. Michael Gibson with KIII-TV 3 

from Corpus Christi, to update the public on the library’s progress.   Starting on Monday, May 4, 

2015, the installers will begin laying the carpet at the front of the library and work their way 

back to the adult area.  City and County officials have been working together diligently, so the 

library’s reopening will be a smooth process.  The reopening is still tentatively set for Tuesday, 

June 9, 2015.  City and County officials are working together on the plans for the reopening 

celebration. Reopening announcements will appear via the Kingsville Record and Bishop News 

newspaper, the library’s website, Facebook, and Twitter. 


